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Event in Review 

6th Balkans Joint Conference and Exhibition
“Water and Nature”: Another Great Success!

On 7-9 November 2018, the
Water Supply and Sewerage
Association of Albania
(SHUKALB) in partnership
with the Water and
Wastewater Works
Association Kosovo

(SHUKOS) organized the 6th Balkans Joint Conference and
Exhibition titled “Water and Nature”, in Tirana, Albania. This
annual event was a great success considering the wide
participation of water professionals from Western Balkans, high
level decision makers from Albania and Kosovo, distinguished
speakers, business professionals, as well as the relevant topics
that were addressed and presented during the three days of
the event.

With a record audience of over 500 participants, coming from
20 different countries throughout the Balkans, Europe and
beyond, and 70 moderators and speakers, the Conference
reached the objective to stimulate the dialogue between
different stakeholders. The Conference offered opportunities
for water professionals, policymakers, and business
professionals from the sector to discuss issues of concern,
exchange information, and share their experiences in an effort
to help the further development of the water supply and
wastewater sector in the Greater Balkan Region.read more
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About SHUKALB

The Water Supply and
Sewerage Association of
Albania (SHUKALB), which
was established in 2000, is a
professional, not-for-profit
Association of water supply
and sewerage professionals,
who wish to improve the
management of the Water
Supply and Sewerage
Sector in Albania, making it
efficient, sustainable and
effective in accordance with
the current laws and
regulations in Albania.

SHUKALB Delivers the “General Safety for Water
and Wastewater Professionals” Training Course

On 22-23 November 2018
SHUKALB delivered for the
first time the training course
titled “General Safety for Water
and Wastewater
Professionals”.

The training was delivered by Anila Gishti,Environmental
Engineer and Work Safety Expert and was attended by the
staff of water supply and sewerage utilities of Korca, Lezha,
Kavaja, Shkodra and Permet.

The training course covered topics such as Importance of
Personal Safety at work, Types of Hazards, Chemical Safety,
Traffic Safety, safety in the Confined Space, and Electrical
Equipment. read more

Hot Topics 

Intermittent Water Supply – A Paradigm Shift is
Imperative

Intermittent Water Supply
(IWS) refers to piped water
supply service that is available
to consumers less than 24
hours per day. In an IWS
situation, consumers usually
secure their water supply
through the use of ground

and/or roof tanks or smaller containers, where water is stored
during the length of time that the supply is provided.

IWS is not an ideal form of supply and should not constitute a
permanent solution; however, it is applied by many water
utilities with great ease mainly as a measure for dealing with
water shortage or drought conditions without seriously looking
into alternative solutions. However, in some cases, water
utilities are applying IWS as a measure to reduce extremely
high leakage from their networks, which of course prevents
them from maintaining a continuously pressurized network with
all the adverse repercussions to the network integrity and level
of service to the customers. read more

What's New at SHUKALB! 

SHUKALB Delivers Regional Workshop on Test-
Based Certification Programs in the Water Sector

Prior to the Balkans Joint Conference, on 7 November,
SHUKALB jointly with the Ministry of Infrastructure and Energy
(MIE) of Albania organized a Regional Workshop on the
subject “Establishing a National Training and Test Based

http://shukalb.al/en/shukalb-zhvillon-kursin-e-trajnimit-siguria-ne-pune-per-profesionistet-e-ujit-te-pijshem-dhe-te-ndotur/
http://shukalb.al/en/furnizimi-i-ujit-me-nderprerje-nje-ndryshim-i-modelit-eshte-e-domosdoshme/
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Certification Program for
Operational Managers in the
Water Supply and Sewerage
Sector in Albania- A Pathway
to Professional Management
and Improved Performance”.
The workshop was organized

in the framework of the “Sustainable Water Sector Capacity
Development” Project implemented by SHUKALB, with support
from USAID, under which SHUKALB has been working in
partnership with MIE to develop and establish a National
Program of Training and Test-Based Certification Program for
the staff of Water and Sewerage Utilities in Albania. The
workshop was also supported by the Regional Capacity
Development Network (RCDN) and the International
Association of Water Utilities in the Danube River Catchment
Area (IAWD). read more

SHUKALB’s Children’s Program “Friends of Water”
Raising Awareness on Water for 10 Years!

This year, SHUKALB’s most
popular and IWA award
winning outreach program,
“Friends of Water”, celebrated
its 10th Anniversary.  As
traditionally, the program for
this year culminated with the
Children’s Exhibition “Water

through the Eyes of Children” which was opened to the public
during 4– 7 November 2018, at the National Historical Museum
in Tirana.

The Friends of Water Program has as the objective to raise
awareness on water issues among 3rd grade students across
Albania.  This year, the program reached 53 elementary
schools across Albania, involving over 5,000 children.  The
Program is conducted in partnership with the Ministry of
Education, Sport and Youth of Albania, together with
involvement and support from the water utilities in the
respective schools part of the Program. read more

Pre-Conference Regional Workshop on Joint
Benchmarking HUB for Kosova and Albania

The regional workshop on
Benchmarking HUB for
Kosovo and Albania was
organized on 7th of November
at the premises of Expocity
Albania, Tirana, prior to the 6th
Balkans Joint Conference and

Exhibition.

The programme is hosted and coordinated by the Water and
Wastewater Works Association of Kosovo and facilitated by
European Benchmarking Cooperation, with financial support
from the Danube Water Program and the Open Regional Fund
for Southeast Europe. The Danube Water Program is jointly led

http://shukalb.al/en/shukalb-zhvillon-workshopin-rajonal-mbi-certifikimin-bazuar-ne-testim-ne-sektorin-e-ujit/
http://shukalb.al/en/programi-i-shukalb-i-femijeve-miqte-e-ujit-rrit-ndergjegjesimin-mbi-ujin-prej-10-vitesh/
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by the World Bank and IAWD, the International Association of
Water Supply Companies in the Danube River Catchment
Area, with funding from the Governments of Austria, Germany
and Switzerland. read more

Young Water Professionals 

Young Water Professionals from Albania and
Kosova Organize the 4th Young Water
Professionals Forum

The Young Water Professional
(YWP) Forum was organised
on 7 November 2018, a day
before the opening of the 6th
Balkans Joint Conference and
Exhibition 2018. The objective

of the forum is to provide a platform of exchange and
networking for young people, students or graduates in the early
steps of their career, in order to motivate them to stay and
develop a career in the water sector. To support this, the forum
provided two learning sessions on the subjects “Planning your
Career and Opportunities” and “State of the Sector –situation in
the Eastern Europe, case study: Albania and Kosovo”.

The Forum attracted around 65 young water professionals from
Albania and Kosovo, who represented not only students but
also professionals engaged in different positions at water
utilities as well as other water related institutions. read more
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