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News from the Sector  

Albania Establishes Test-Based Certification 
Program for Its Water and Sewerage Sector 

Workforce  

SHUKALB is proud to 
announce that on 28 
September 2018, Minister 
Damian Gjiknuri, Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Energy of 
Albania, issued the Instruction 
No. 660 “Establishing an 
Institutionalized National 

Training and Test-Based Certification Program for operational 
managers of Water Supply and Sewerage Utilities in 
Albania”.  The objective of the National Training and Test–
Based Certification Program is to train and raise the 
professional skills and operational performance of the 
personnel that work in a utility by way of test-based certification 
requirements and procedures. 

The Program will provide for a more efficient and effective 
water supply and sewerage sector workforce, with a higher 
awareness of public health protection and ways to improve 
utility performance.read more 

Launching of the European Union Program to 
Support the Water Sector Reform in Albania 

                          

Upcoming Training 
Courses  

General Safety for Water 
and Waste Water 
Professionals 
22-23 November 

Asset Management 
13-14 December 

  

Joint Training 
Program, 2018 

  

6th Balkans Joint 
Conference and 
Exhibition! - 7-8-9 
November 2018, 
Tirana, Albania 

  

Join Us! 
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On 18th of September 2018, in 
Tirana, the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
and Austrian Development 
Agency (ADA) organized a 
meeting in order to present the 
launch of the IPA 2016 

Programme called “European Union support to the Water 
Sector Reform in Albania”. The event was attended by 
representatives of all the actors of the water sector in Albania, 
from the central government, municipalities, water utilities, 
agencies, NGOs, donors, EU Delegation etc. 

The participants were greeted by Ms. Senida Mesi, Deputy 
Prime Minister, Mr. Hantin Bonati, Deputy Minister of 
Infrastructure and Energy, Mr. Mario Mariani, Head of 
Cooperation of the European Union Delegation to Albania, Ms. 
Susanne Schütz, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in Albania and Mr. Martin Ledolter, Managing 
Director of the Austrian Development Agency. 

The programme is co-funded by the European Union, the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, and the Austrian Development Cooperation, for 
an overall amount of about 5.8 million euros. read more 

 

Registration to the 6th Balkans Joint 
Conference and Exhibition Is Still Open!  

 

There is only one month left before the 6th Balkans Joint 
Conference and Exhibition, “Water and Nature”, to be held in 
Tirana, Albania, on 7 – 9 November 2018, at Expocity 
Albania! 

Registration to the Conference is still open and can be done in 
any of the two forms: 

 

  

Tell us what you 
think! 

 

  

About SHUKALB 

The Water Supply and 
Sewerage Association of 
Albania (SHUKALB), which 
was established in 2000, is a 
professional, not-for-profit 
Association of water supply 
and sewerage professionals, 
who wish to improve the 
management of the Water 
Supply and Sewerage 
Sector in Albania, making it 
efficient, sustainable and 
effective in accordance with 
the current laws and 
regulations in Albania. 

  

  
 

 

http://shukalb.al/en/fillimi-i-programit-te-bashkimit-evropian-ne-mbeshtetje-te-reformes-se-sektorit-te-ujit-ne-shqiperi/
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• By completing the Registration Form and returning it 
back by email to: info@BalkansJointConference.org 

• By registering online through this link 

In addition, you have an opportunity to visit the largest 
Technical Exhibition in the history of our Annual Conferences, 
where we have 30 registered companies coming from nine (9) 
different countries from the Balkan region and Europe. You can 
learn more about the exhibiting companies by visiting this link. 
read more 

 

What's New at SHUKALB!  

Successful First Time Piloting of Distance Learning 
Course by SHUKALB 

SHUKALB has successfully 
implemented, for the first time 
in its history of training 
development and delivery, a 
distance-learning training 
course on “Practical Guidelines 
for the Administrative Council 
Members of Water Supply and 
Sewerage Utilities”. The pilot 

distance-learning training course was developed and 
implemented in the framework of SHUKALB’s USAID funded 
Project “Sustainable Water Sector Capacity Development in 
Albania” with joint support from the aforementioned project, as 
well as a Grant Project funded by the International Association 
of Water Supply Companies in the Danube River Catchment 
Area (IAWD). In addition, IAWD provided SHUKALB with a 
space in its Danube Learning Partnership (D-LeaP) Academy, 
where the distance-learning training course was implemented. 

The distance–learning course was developed and adapted 
from an existing training course by a group of local subject 
matter experts. The first group of participants took the course 
during 10 September to 5 October, and they included the 
Administrative Council Members, Municipality Council, General 
and Technical Utility Directors and other engineers interested 
in the water supply and sewerage services. Eight (8) out of 
fourteen participants, have fully completed the learning 
requirements of the course and they will be awarded 
Certificates. read more 

SHUKALB Participates at the RCDN Training on 
Lobbying and Advocacy 
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The Regional Capacity 
Development Network (RCDN) 
Project organized on 18-19 
September 2018, in Skopje, 
Macedonia, the training 
“Lobbying and advocacy; 
Preparation of position papers“. 

RCDN is a project that is being implemented by the GIZ-Open 
Regional Fund (ORF), and it is being financed jointly by the 
Swiss and German Governments. The project aims at 
establishing a Self-Sustaining Regional Capacity Development 
Network, and SHUKALB is one of the beneficiaries of the 
project together with other water associations and associations 
of local government in the region. 

The overall objective of the training was to improve capacities 
of the Local Government Unit Associations (LGAs) and 
Association of Public Utility Companies (APUCs) participating 
in the project, with regards to lobbying and advocacy, 
preparation of policy papers, strategy papers and policy 
recommendations. read more 

 

News From Our Members  

Lezha Water Supply and Sewerage Company 
Receives Delegation of The German Development 
Bank-KfW 

On 7 September 2018, a 
delegation of the highest level 
of the German Development 
Bank (KfW), conducted a visit 
at the premises of Lezha Water 
Supply and Sewerage 
Company (Lezha WSSC), 
which was selected as one of 

the most prominent cases of successful investments 
undertaken by KfW in Albania. The delegation was represented 
by Dr. Ingrid Henngster, Member of the Executive Board of 
KfW, Mr. Christoph Tiskens, Director of KfW for Southeast 
Europe and Turkey, Mr. Joerg Meilecke, Director for Albania at 
KfW Frankfurt and Mr. Bjoern Thies, Director of KfW’s Office in 
Albania. 

Present at the meeting organized on this occasion were also 
representatives from the National Water Supply-Sewerage and 
Waste Infrastructure Agency (AKUM) headed by Mr. Arben 
Skenderi, Director of AKUM. 

http://shukalb.al/en/shukalb-merr-pjese-ne-trajnimin-e-rcdn-se-mbi-lobimin-dhe-advokimin/


The delegation was received by the Director of Lezha WSSC, 
Ing. Zef Maci who started off the meeting by thanking KfW and 
the Swiss Economic Cooperation (SECO) for financing this 
important investment which has significantly improved the lives 
of Lezha residents. read more 

Durres Water Supply and Sewerage Company 
Working on Finalizing the Construction of the New 
Water Supply Pipeline and Cleaning the Sewerage 

Network 

Durres Water Supply and 
Sewerage Company (Durres 
WSSC) is in the final stages of 
work for the construction of the 
new water supply pipeline, the 
project is expected to bring, 
within few months, three times 
more water to the city of 
Durres, fulfilling its demand for 

water supply. The construction of the 60 km transmission line 
from the well field to Durres has been almost completed, while 
it has been finalized the construction of the wells, the pump 
station and two phases of pipeline testing. Artan Cahani, 
Supervisor at Dorsch International Consultants, who 
supervises the progress of the works, said that it has been 
completed the construction of a 40 km line of high quality 
pipes, which has a long lifespan and guarantees the supply of 
drinking water according to European standards. 

The bidding for the implementation of this project was acquired 
by the German company PWT, while the contractor company 
has carried out the works for passing the pipeline over the 
rivers or construction of micro tunnels for the crossings of the 
highway. The Technical Director of Durres WSSC, Lorenc 
Facja, says that the new water pipeline will supply water only to 
the city of Durres and its flow capacity will be approximately 
630 liters per second, three times more than the current supply. 
read more 
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